A Tale of Reinvention and Rebirth(Non-fiction)

   On the coast of the present-day Nigeria formed in the 11th century. There was a powerful kingdom known as the kingdom of Benin, ruled by Obas. It was a kingdom with bountiful wealth and formidable military. Craftsmen, artisans, clothes makers, bronze sculptures etc, all flocked to the kingdom to make their mark. The kingdom was decorated with an array of beautiful sculptures which astounds every visitor. Because of his beauty, many visitors were attracted from across the ocean. Europeans that came to visit the land, maintained a sound relationship with kingdom primarily through trade. The Europeans received profitable trade while the Benins received technologies that helped expand their empire. 
    In the late 1800s, the British began to subdue previously free people in their effort to secure dominance. Oba Ovanramweu begin to grow concern as he saw his neighbouring kingdoms swept up by European rules. He wanted the Independence of his kingdom and he began to restrict trade possibilities. The British we are not happy with his actions. They wanted to control the Benin kingdom and they started looking for a reason to attack the kingdom. They sent countless treaties for the Oba to sign but the Oba turned them down.
  On the 4th of January, 1897. The Benin soldiers killed the British soldiers in a clash when the British soldiers were forcing themselves into the kingdom during festival period. Outraged by the killing, The British launched a retaliation against the Benin kingdom on February 10th and the city was set ablaze. The British then looted every royal treasury they set their eyes on. All the beautiful arts and scriptures that the kingdom has accumulated were sent to Europe by the invaders. 
After Nigeria independence, a lot of calls has been made for Britain to return the artefacts they stole from Benin kingdom.
As the saying goes; fearlessness is the mother of reinvention and rebirth is not the mere exchange of bodies but the continuous awakening of the soul.
In 2020, the brother of Oba Erediauwa wrote an awakening letter to the British demanding the return of the artefacts, alongside other voices. But it seems like those calls fell on deaf ear because British museum act 1963 (chapter 24) made it impossible for Britain to returned the artefacts. 
But now it looks like there is light at the end of the tunnel and reinvention and rebirth is possible.
 In 2014, the grandson of a British soldiers returned to Benin kingdom the artefact he inherited from his father. 
In 2017, the French president said that returning of African artefact is a top priority.
In 2022, Germany returned 22 artefacts that were stolen from the Benin kingdom 125 years ago.
   All these incidents, connotes the saying that the only thing that is constant in life is change. Therefore, reinvention and rebirth are gradually happening in Benin kingdom. Hopefully, in the next 50 years everything that was stolen from them will be fully returned.
